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Contagious Echthyma (Orf) 

This poxviral disease is known as contagious ecthyma or soremouth in sheep and goats, and orf in people. 
In ruminants, it is evidenced by exudative (oozing) lesions found on the muzzle, eyelids, oral cavity, feet or 
external genitalia. It is more common in younger animals. The disease in ruminants is contagious to 
humans and other animals. Infected sheep or goats are the source of infection to people.  Transmission 
can be by direct contact with lesions or indirectly by contaminated fomites (hair, clothing). No person-to-
person contact has been reported. This is a self-limiting infection, which is usually found on the hands and 
consists of painful nodules (bumps) and cutaneous ulcerative lesions, and usually lasts 1-2 months.   

Campylobacteriosis 
 
Organisms of the genus Campylobacter have been recognized as a leading cause of diarrhea in humans 
and animals in recent years. Numerous cases involving the zoonotic transmission of the organisms in 
laboratory animals have been described. Young animals readily acquire the infection and shed the 
organism. Young animals often are implicated as the source of zoonotic transmission. The organism is 
transmitted by the fecal-oral route via contaminated food or water, or by direct contact with infected 
animals.  
 

Campylobacter produces an acute gastrointestinal illness, which, in most cases, is brief and self-limiting. 
The clinical signs of Campylobacter enteritis include watery diarrhea, sometimes with mucus, blood and 
leukocytes; abdominal pain; fever; and nausea and vomiting. Unusual complications of the disease include 
typhoid-like syndrome, reactive arthritis, hepatitis, interstitial nephritis, hemolytic-uremic syndrome, febrile 
convulsions, meningitis, and Guillain-Barré syndrome.  

 
Cryptosporidiosis 

 
Cryptosporidium are common protozoans that cause enteritis and diarrhea in a number of domestic 
species.  Cross-infectivity studies have shown a lack of host specificity for many of the organisms. 
Cryptosporidiosis is common in young animals, particularly ruminants and piglets.  
 
Transmission is usually by the fecal–oral route but can also occur by aerosols. Sporulated oocysts are 
shed in the feces and are immediately infectious; they may survive for 2 to 6 months in a moist 
environment. Direct transmission between animals or humans is common. An estimated 50% of dairy 
calves shed oocysts; calves often spread cryptosporidiosis to each other or to humans.  
 
In humans, the disease is characterized by cramping, abdominal pain, profuse watery diarrhea, anorexia, 
weight loss, and malaise. Symptoms can wax and wane for up to 30 days, with eventual resolution. 
However, in immunocompromised persons, the disease can have a prolonged course that contributes to 
death.  

 
Colibacillosis 

 
Escherichia coli is a normal component of the flora in the large intestine of warm-blooded animals.  The 
pathogenic strains, which cause enteric disease, are grouped into six categories.  These categories differ 
in their pathogenesis and virulence properties, and each comprises a distinct group of O:H serotypes. 
 
In terms of zoonoses, the most important category is the enterohemorrhagic, which is also the most 
severe. Cattle are considered the primary reservoir for the enterohemorrhagic  group. The principal 
etiologic agent of this colibacillosis is E. coli O157:H7.   
 
In man, the incubation period varies from two to nine days.  The appearance of the disease ranges from a 
slight case of diarrhea to severe hemorrhagic colitis, with strong abdominal pains and little or no fever.  At 
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the outset, diarrhea is watery but later becomes hemorrhagic, either with traces of blood or highly 
hemorrhagic stools.  Diarrhea lasts an average of four days and about 50% of patients experience 
vomiting.  E. coli O157:H7 is feared primarily because of complications, which can include hemolytic 
uremic syndrome, or thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura.  

 
Giardiasis 

 
Giardia is a flagellate protozoan that lives in the anterior portion of the host’s small intestine.  Giardiasis is 
endemic throughout the world. The infection has been confirmed in a wide variety of domestic and wild 
mammal species. The giardias that infect man and domestic and wild animals are morphologically 
identical, and cross-species infections can occur.  Surveys from all over the world have found prevalences 
of 5% to 90% in calves.   
 
In man, the incubation period is generally 3-25 days.  The symptomatology consists mainly of diarrhea and 
bloating, frequently accompanied by abdominal pain.  Nausea and vomiting occur less frequently.  The 
acute phase of the disease lasts 3-4 days.  In some persons, giardiasis may be a prolonged illness, with 
episodes of recurring diarrhea and flatulence, urticaria, and intolerance of certain foods. 
 

Leptospirosis 
 
This is a contagious bacterial disease of animals and humans due to infection with Leptospira interrogans 
species. Domestic livestock are among the animals that are considered reservoir hosts. Leptospires are 
shed in the urine of reservoir animals, which often remain asymptomatic and carry the organism in their 
renal tubules for years. The usual mode of transmission occurs through abraded skin or mucous 
membranes, and is often related to direct contact with urine or tissues of infected animals.  
 
Clinical symptoms may be severe, mild or absent, and may cause a wide variety of symptoms including 
fever, myalgia, headoT8h5.3(es-.1(s, chlln, wict)5.3( ru and hontjuntivel spuff5.7(iuion  )5.5( )]TJ
0*
0 Tc
0 Tw
( )Tj
/TT4 1 Tf
-1.6393 -1.1585 TD
.000 Tc
-(Salongllaois )5j
ET
43.2 5369.4 73898 6.14 re
f
BT
/TT621 Tf
10.98 0 0 10.98 61.2 6359.16Tm
0 Tc
( )Tj
0 -1.143 TD
.001 Tc
-.0001 Tw
[(Eteriocinfection hith )]j
/TT6 1 Tf
49.49950 TD
.0006 Tc
.0003 Tw
[(SalongllaaspepTj
/TT2 1 Tf
6.58470 TD
.001 Tc
-.0001 Tw
[( .has b wirld ide visetrib5.2(su-.2(teon hmong tumans dnd abimals. )T5.3( e )]TJ
-2163169 -1.153 TD
.(ofganism ins)5.5(tracsmisttd by ahe oectal-oall ougt, mviadirect conta5.6(sct )ith )nfe)5.72(ted animals. ))5.5( )]TJ
0*
0 Tc
0 Tw
( )Tj
/*
.001  Tc
-.0002 Tw
[(fSalongllaasnfection hf an5.3( n-.1(smalsor igi )5.5(iroldues ) )5.5(fsudent nsiethf aever, myalgia,, wcehasllgia, hn5.3( nd)]TJ
T*
-.0002 Tw
[( alsasea  The5.2(er ain aymptoms monsistshf andominal)pai), tn)5.2(nsea , omiting. and )dar)6.41rhea   Diehydrtion p]TJ
0 -1.1475 TD
00009 Tc
0 Tw
[( ay be aerv)-6.5(otu. The ur)6.essnce )nd )5.5(ievereiy of )ympto)-5.78ms idepnde of the5.51( infectiog di5.51()-53(s)a  Typcally )her e s 


