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The apparatus is shown in Figure 1: 
�x two suction flasks (A & B) 
�x HEPA filter (C) 
�x vacuum source (D) 
�x rubber stoppers 
�x flexible vacuum tubing 
�x glass tubing 
�x glass sparger (aerosol passing through the collection flask is dispersed in small 

bubbles so that adequate contact is made with the disinfectant solutions) 

 
Figure 1 (Office of Health and Safety, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,  
1600 Clifton Road N.E., Mail Stop F05 Atlanta, Georgia 30333, USA Last Modified: 1/2/97 ) 
One method to protect a house vacuum system during aspiration of infectious fluids. The left 
suction flask (A) is used to collect the contaminated fluids into a suitable decontamination 
solution; the right flask serves as a fluid overflow collection vessel. A glass sparger in flask (B) 
minimizes splatter. An in-line
aerosolized microorganisms. 

 HEPA filter (C) is used to protect the vacuum system (D) from 

 
Section 9.5 Autoclave Operating Procedures 
 
The following procedures are recommended by the Biosafety Office. 
 
What Materials Should Be Autoclaved? 
The following materials are recommended to be autoclaved:  

�x Culture and stocks of infectious agents (bacteria, viruses, fungi, etc.)  
�x Reusable items to be sterilized: plastic pipette tips, pipettes, surgical instruments, 

and scrubs 
�x Animal tissue specimens and cages of potentially pathogenic animal carcass(es)  

Autoclave Cycles 


