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security interventions have contributed to eroding democracy, 
a legacy of gang violence, and the practice of political power 
using armed militias to exercise authority. With no democratically 
elected officials currently holding office, and the newly appointed 
transitional council still trying to stop the violence and avert 
a crisis, a priority needs to be made for selecting leaders not 
credibly accused of corruption or linked to support of criminal 
groups. 

The failure to hold elections after the assassination of Moïse, 
while keeping an appointed, un-elected prime minister in 
office, further harmed the government’s credibility and risks a 
democratic regression. These issues are compounded by Haiti’s 
current economic prospects which add to the climate of social 
unrest. 

Economic Security  
Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere and its 
citizens have little opportunity for social advancement. “Consider 
that 80 percent of the population remains in poverty and youth 
unemployment has remained at 30 percent or higher since 
2004.”16  Any future intervention not only has to reestablish the 
rule of law but also help change the economic prospects of all 
Haitians.

A historical factor that influenced Haiti’s economic stability was 
its debt repayment to France. In 1825, King Charles X of France 
sent an armed flotilla to Port-au-Prince, demanding 150 million 
francs from the Haitian government as a punitive repayment to 
former French slaveholders who were overthrown and exiled 
during the Haitian revolution. The Haitian government took out 
loans from French banks which took 122 years to pay off. In 
return for the debt repayment, France would recognize Haiti as a 
nation. Debt payments and the astronomically high interest rates 

for the next century accounted for nearly 80% of the Haitian 
national debt. 17  This led to the Haitian economy to focus on cash 
crops and other items that could sell quickly instead of investing 
in long-term economic solutions. 
 
Now much of Haiti’s economy is dependent on trade between the 
Dominican Republic and the United States. The Haiti Economic 
Lift Program Extension (HELP) Act was established after the 
earthquake in 2010 to broaden the items eligible for duty-free 
status 18 This act was extended in 2023 so trade preferences 
are now extended through 2035.19 The US International Trade 
Commission (USITC) released an investigation report examining 
the impact of US preferences on Haiti’s economy and trade and 
found that US programs helped develop the Haitian apparel 
sector, which is Haiti’s largest export.20 Evidence shows that trade 
preferences for Haiti do have an impact, but without reliable 
infrastructure allowing Haiti to prosper, the economic and social 
advancements for the country cannot reach their full potential. 

Conclusion
Previous UN security interventions focused mainly on security 
and policing gangs, but failed to address the historical political 
and economic faults that would give the country a stable footing 
to move forward. Internationally led security interventions have 
not and will not solve the inherent destabilization of Haitian 
democracy unless a comprehensive approach is implemented. 
Additionally, the UN-led response to the 2010 earthquake, along 
with the mismanagement of funds, and lack of accountability of 
peacekeepers have led to a deep mistrust of the UN. Any future 
interventions or assistance should focus on Haitian sovereignty, 
democracy and human rights while avoiding approaches that 
reinforce the existing power-structures and are comprised of local 
and international decision-makers.

Decision Points
Elections are not the panacea for establishing a stable and functional democracy in Haiti, but the 
initial step in a long process. Keeping that in mind, how can Haitian civil society be systematically 
engaged in the governance process to ensure trust and long-lasting stability?

Should afþuent nations consider accepting more Haitian refugees and asylum seekers? According to 
the World Bank, Haitian expatriates sent $3 billion in remittances back home to Haiti in 2018, which 
was almost one-third of the island nation’s entire GDP.”21

In what ways can future intervention efforts address the current underlying problems within the 
HNP while effectively contributing to the long-lasting reconstruction and strengthening of Haiti’s 
strained justice system?

What are possible strategies to reestablish accountability for pervasive human rights abuses 
committed by criminal groups currently operating within Haiti?
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