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Vulnerable older adults in residential long-term care are at risk of injury and death in disasters. This study aims to 
examine the effect of two recent powerful hurricanes in Texas and Florida on the health and safety of residents of 
nursing homes and assisted living communities. This research will provide evidence to improve critical disaster 
planning and response to help protect the lives of vulnerable older adults.  
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The proposed research has three specific aims: 1) To examine the meaning and context for autonomy 
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This project is an ethnographic study of two active adult communities, two independent living communities, two 
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