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Introduction  
You should first determine whether, for income tax purposes, you are a nonresident alien or a resident alien. If you are both 
a nonresident and resident in the same year, you have a dual status. Dual status is explained later. Also explained later are a 
choice to treat your nonresident spouse as a resident and some other special situations. 

Topics this chapter discusses:  
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Introduction  
After you have determined your alien status, the source of your income, and if and how that income is taxed in the United 
States, your next step is to figure your tax. The information in this chapter is not as comprehensive for resident aliens as it is 
for nonresident aliens. Resident aliens should get publications, forms, and instructions for U.S. citizens, because the 
information for filing returns for resident aliens generally is the same as for U.S. citizens. 
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Introduction  
This chapter discusses how to pay your U.S. income tax as you earn or receive income during the year. In general, the federal 
income tax is a pay as you go tax. There are two ways to pay as you go. 1. Withholding. If you are an employee, your employer 
probably withholds income tax from your pay. Tax also may be withheld from certain other income—including pensions, 
bonuses, commissions, and gambling winnings. In each case, the amount withheld is paid to the U.S. Treasury in your name. 
2. Estimated tax. If you do not pay your tax through withholding, or do not pay enough tax that way, you might have to pay 

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/international-businesses/united-states-income-tax-treaties-a-to-z
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/tax-treaties
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Introduction  



https://www.irs.gov/government-entities/employers-must-withhold-fica-taxes-for-aliens-who-change-visa-status-to-h1b
https://www.irs.gov/government-entities/federal-state-local-governments/student-fica-exception
https://www.usf.edu/business-finance/purchasing/staff-procedures/purchasing/ic.information.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/business-finance/purchasing/staff-procedures/purchasing/ic.information.aspx
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteam.usf.edu%2FOBP%2FOnline%2520Business%2520Proceses%2520Sample%2520Library%2FUSF%2520Controllers%2520Office%2FAccounts%2520Payable%2520-%2520Honorarium.docx&data=02%7C01%7Cmverdisc%40usf.edu%7C4d818d15f19f4c0bed1408d6ccadb8b4%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C636921443826993955&sdata=njKF4OMun3GCZdkIlWjGWuqvVCFOeNo%2FnU8JxEgbRTU%3D&reserved=0


 



 

 

 

 



HELPFUL LINKS: 

Payroll and Tax Services 
https://www.usf.edu/business-finance/controller/payroll/payrollnra.aspx 
 
On-Campus Employment - Office of International Services 
https://www.usf.edu/world/international-services/employment/on-campus-employment/index.aspx 
 
USF World tax info 
https://www.usf.edu/world/international-services/immigration/taxes.aspx 
 
IRS Tax forms, instructions and publications 
www.irs.gov/forms-instructions 
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