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Fringe benefit rates include the cost of items such as the employer’s contribution to 
worker’s compensation, unemployment compensation, social security (FICA), and 
retirement. 

Fringe benefit costs must be factored and included in the grant project budget for 
those project -based USF faculty, staff, and students. 

Fringe benefit rates should be based on the 
percentage of salary requested. 

Refer to the current fringe benefit rates for specifics. 

Fringe Benefits (Direct Cost)



Note: There are no indirect costs (Facility & Administrative 
costs, F & A) attached to (received for) equipment . However, 
there is the rare agency that will use a total direct cost F&A 
model instead of the usual modified total direct cost model, 
so always check the agency guidelines. 

The specific acquisition cost of any piece of equipment must 
be listed in the budget, and justification of need must be 
detailed in the budget justification. 

• Some agencies require price reference and detailed 
stock numbers from catalogues, especially for contractual 
agreements. 

• If freight and installation charges are to be billed on the 
same invoice as the piece of equipment, these charges 
should be included in the acquisition cost.

Maintenance costs should be listed in the "other" or "expense" direct cost category .

Equipment is defined as a tangible, nonexpendable piece of property used for 
scientific, technical, and research purposes that costs greater than $5,000 and has a 
useful life of at least one year. 

Equipment (Direct Cost)



Travel (Direct Cost)

Travel charges may include airfare, hotel charges, registration fees, 
symposium fees, taxis, visas, passports, entry or exit taxes, rental cars, and 
meals (if travel requires an overnight stay). Most agencies require (in the 
budget justification section) the purpose, destination, and time span for 
each trip as well as the number of individuals for whom funds are requested. 
The relationship of the trip to the project must be fully explained. 

Sponsored research funds are subject to both 
funding agency and State of Florida rules and 
regulations. Note the specifics associated with 
domestic and foreign travel.
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Foreign Travel

Foreign travel requests must specify the destination and the U.S. Department of 
State’s foreign per diem. Hotel plus meal payment rates should be used. Note: In 
today’s funding environment, it may not be possible for a funding agency to cover 
travel for conference attendance unless the faculty is actively involved in the 
program presentation and/or unless the meeting has direct relevance to the 
research project. 

Only U.S. flag air carriers may be used for international travel . See Travel & Accounts 
Payable, USF University Controller’s Office for further details.  

Refer to the Foreign Travel Per Diem Rates
(VI. Rules and Procedures —Foreign Meals and 
Lodging) for more details). 

Travel (Direct Cost)
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Participant Support Costs (Direct Costs)

What are Participant Support Costs (PSC)?

Participant support costs (PSC) are directs costs for participants or trainees ( not
employees) who receive a service or training provided at a workshop, conference, 
seminar, symposium, or other short -term instructional or information sharing activity 
conducted by the research project. 

What do PSC include?

Participant costs may include participation stipends 
(excluding fringe benefits ), registration fees, and/or books and 
supplies, travel allotment, lodging/meal allowance. 

When are PSC allowed?

Under the Uniform Guidance (2 CFR 200) , participant support 
costs are allowed with prior written approval of the funding 
agency, provided they are programmatically justified. Some 
sponsors have specific participant cost guidelines, and in 
some instances, may strictly limit the amount requested for 
participant 













Other Direct Costs

Consultant Services

A consultant is an individual who provides professional advice or services for a fee 
(an expert outside of the lead institution/organization). Consultants possess a 
unique skill, expertise, and/or education that qualifies them to participate in a 
particular project. All consultant charges must be appropriately justified in the 
proposal. 

Please refer to the sponsor’s guidelines for specific 
criteria related to the use and budgeting of project 
consultants. 

Note: USF employees may NOT be paid as consultants 
on any sponsored project.
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Other Direct Costs
Research -Specific Computer Services

Service costs involving the use of highly complex or specialized 
facilities operated by the institution/organization , such as 
computing facilities, are allowable costs provided the charges 
meet the conditions of the governing cost principles and 
standards for sponsored projects funded by federal agencies. 

Lease versus purchase factors should be addressed. Refer to the 
OMB Circular A -110 Subpart C.44, "Procurement Procedures" for 
details.

Tuition

All proposals (including resubmissions, competing renewals, and 
supplements) that (1) include salary support for graduate 
students and (2) note that tuition is not prohibited by the 
sponsor, must list the appropriate tuition amount in the budget.

In budgeting for tuition costs, use the current in- state tuition rate 
for new graduate students. Budgeting an annual increase in 
tuition costs over the project duration is allowable. Refer to 
current tuition rates . 

Standard TuitionHours

Fall 9 credit hours
Spring 9 credit hours
Summer 6 credit hours
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Facility and Administrative Costs 
(F&A, Indirect Costs )

What are Facility and Administrative (F&A) Costs?

Facility and Administrative (F&A) Costs are those costs which are necessary for 
the University to support research and other sponsored projects, but which 
cannot be readily assigned to individual projects. 

F&A Cost Examples

• University space
• Utilities
• Maintenance
• Custodial
• Equipment depreciation
• Use of student services, library services, and support

services provided by University, research, and department   
administration

F&A costs are calculated on a percentage of the direct costs of the project.  

Refer to the USF current indirect agreement for more details. 



Other Budget Considerations
Budget Justifications

What is the purpose of a budget justification? 

The budget justification provides the sponsor and peer reviewers with information that 
supports why costs are programmatically necessary and that demonstrates how these 
costs have been calculated . 

What do reviewers look for in a budget justification? 

Reviewers analyze an application’s financial data to determine the legitimacy of costs 
charged against a specific sponsored research award to be sure that the proposed costs 
are (1) allocable to the program (costs are incurred solely to advance the project), (2) 
allowable under federal cost principles and guidelines of the sponsoring agency, (3) 
reasonable in its nature and amount, and ( 4) consistent in that University policy and 
generally accepted accounting principles would treat 
similar costs in similar circumstance the same way, 
regardless of the funding source. 
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Megan Coole
Senior Unit Research Administrator
Office of Research & Scholarship
College of Arts & Sciences
University of South Florida

Email: msuhr@usf.edu

Questions? Need More Information?
Feel free to contact us.
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