
he Humanities Institute 
will present Billy Collins 
and Jared Diamond dur-

ing USF’s 50th anniversary 
year. 
   Billy Collins, who will be on 
the Tampa campus on Febru-
ary 8th, is a Distinguished Pro-
fessor of English at Lehman 
College, City University of 
New York, 
where he 
has taught 
for the past 
30 years.  
He is also a 
writer-in-residence at Sarah 
Lawrence College and has 
served as a Literary Lion of 
the New York Public Library. 
   On June 21, 2001, he was 
appointed at the Library of 
Congress as the 11th Poet Lau-
reate Consultant in Poetry and 
was reappointed for a second 
term through 2003.  His books 
of poetry include Pokerface 
(1977), The Apple That Aston-

ished Paris (1988), The Art of 
Drowning (1995), which was 
a Lenore Marshall Poetry 
Prize finalist, Sailing Alone 
Around the Room (2002), and 
his most recent one, The Trou-
ble With Poetry (2005).  As 
one critic has written, 
“Collins’ accessible often hi-
larious and deeply human po-

etry would make a 
poetry lover out of 
anyone.” 
   On March 2, Jared 
Diamond, Professor of 
Geography and Physi-

ology at UCLA and winner of 
a MacArthur Foundation gen-
ius grant and numerous other 
awards and honors, will speak 
on “How Societies Choose to 
Fail or Succeed,” a talk based 
upon his recent book, Col-
lapse. Among his awards and 
honors are the 1998 Pulitzer 
Prize for his best seller Guns, 
Germs, and Steel, Japan’s 
International Cosmos Prize, 

the prestigious Tyler Prize for 
Environmental Achievement, 
and in 1999, President Clinton 
bestowed the USA’s highest 
civilian award in science, the 
National Medal of Science, for 
Dr. Diamond’s landmark re-
search and breakthrough dis-
coveries in evolutionary biol-
ogy. 
   As Dr. Diamond states, in 
his work he set himself “the 
modest task of trying to ex-
plain the broad pattern of hu-
man history, on all the conti-
nents, for the last 13,000 
years.” 

Collins, Diamond for USF’s 50th 
Poet Laureate, Pulitzer Prize winner coming to Tampa 

Science Fiction 50/50/50 
 ward-winning fantasy 

novelist Elizabeth Hand 
will read from her work 

and take part in a panel discus-
sion with other science-fiction 
and fantasy writers and editors 
on Monday, March 20, in an 
event co-sponsored by the 
Humanities Institute and the 
USF Library. 
   The event, “50/50/50: USF 
and Science Fiction and Fan-
tasy --Past/Present/Future,” 
will take a look at the 
past fifty years of both 
USF and the science-
fiction and fantasy 
genre, and then utilize 
the panelists’ expertise 
to predict the next fifty 
years for their field, 
the university, and the 

world at large. This event will 
be held in Traditions Hall 
from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
   Hand, the author of seven 
novels including the James 
Tiptree Jr. Award-winning 
“Waking the Moon,” “Mortal 
Love,” and many shorter 
works, including “Last Sum-
mer at Mars Hill,” which won 
both the Nebula and the World 
Fantasy awards, will read 
from the forthcoming novel, From Guns, Germs, and Steel a National Geographic three part series televised on PBS. A
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ing on “Preparing a Nation’s Teachers.”  
Her published research on the early mod-
ern (poetry, patristic sources, theatre, 
letters, rhetoric, the emblem) regularly 
appears in refereed books and journals 
here and abroad, such as: Medievalia et 
Humanistica, Seventeenth Century 
French Studies, Bibliothèque d’Human-
isme et Renaissance, and Papers on 
French Seventeenth Century Literature.  
In 2003 she co-edited the volume La 
Femme à l’âge classique (Tübingen) and 
is a long-standing contributing editor of 
the annual MLA-sponsored critical bibli-
ography French 17.  In 2002 Dr. Probes 
received the USF “Outstanding Under-
graduate Teaching Award.” She is cur-
rently preparing two papers on emblem-
atic literature for international confer-
ences at Kiel and Oxford in 2006. 

 West Gurley, the Graduate Student Li-
aison of the USF Humanities Institute, is 
a Ph.D. student in the Philosophy Depart-
ment. He holds a BA in Philosophy and 
French (1980) from Austin College in 
Sherman, Texas and completed his MA 
in Philosophy (2004) at the University of 

New Mexico. His detours from academia 
during the intervening years took him 
through a career in the Real Estate busi-
ness. West, largely because of his de-
tours, understands and is committed to 
the idea that Philosophy is profoundly 
practical in its attempts to examine the 
kinds of lives we lead. He believes the 
Socratic caveat that the unexamined life 
is not worth living. He teaches Critical 
Thinking, Introduction to Ethics, Intro-
duction to Philosophy, and Philosophy of 
Religion—all classes in which the driv-
ing motivation involves the examination 
of the presupposition that make possible 
the beliefs that we hold. West’s interests 
in Philosophy have tended toward 19th 
and 20th Century Continental Philosophy 
with specific sustained interests in the 
works of Husserl, Proust, Heidegger, and 
Derrida. His primary course of study has 
led him to consider the conditions that 
make it possible for us to pay attention to 
our relationship with the world in which 
we live. He looks forward to a never-
ending course of study, but he should 
wrap-up his doctoral work by the Spring 
of 2008.  

The USF Humanities Institute is proud to 
have a 15-member Advisory Committee, 
including 13 USF faculty members, a 
graduate student, and a member of the 
community.  Each newsletter highlights 
some of these dedicated members. 

   Christine McCall Probes (Associate 
Professor in World Lan-
guages) holds a Ph.D. in 
French Literature from 
Tulane University. Her 
research and teaching take 
her regularly to France 
where her work has been supported by 
the French government, several French 
universities, and by various awards from 
USF. She serves on the Executive Coun-
cils of two international societies in her 
field of specialization, the Grand Siècle, 
and on the Modern Language Associa-
tion of America’s Executive Committee 
on 17th Century French Studies. In 2003 
she was the P.I. for a state grant which 
supported three conferences across Flor-
ida in addition to faculty and student 
exchanges. She obtained for her depart-
ment an earlier MLA/NEH grant focus-

006 marks the 50th anniversary of 
USF, and the Humanities Institute 
is proud to be part of the celebra-

tion. The array of events that the Hu-
manities Institute has scheduled for the 
Spring semester shows that the Institute 
joins that celebration with a list of distin-
guished speakers and events. Elsewhere 
in the Newsletter is a complete list of the 
planned events for Spring semester 2006 
sponsored or co-sponsored by the Hu-
manities Institute, and a separate article 
on two of the distinguished speakers: 
Billy Collins, US Poet Laureate 2001-
2003, and Jared Diamond, winner of the 
1998 Pulitzer Prize for his best seller 
Guns, Germs, and Steel. 
   Also the Institute is celebrating its re-
ceiving a number of competitive grants 
that enabled the Institute to schedule ma-
jor events for the Fall and Spring. The 

Institute wants to thank the following for 
their financial assistance: Florida Hu-
manities Council and the Art Council of 
Hillsborough County for co-                             
sponsoring “Art in the Public Realm: A 
Dialog” on October 7, 2005. 
   University Lecture Series and the Dr. 
Kiran C. Patel Center for Global Solu-
tions for co-sponsoring 
“An Evening with Jared 
Diamond,” upcoming on 
March 2, 2006. 
   During the Spring se-
mester,  the Institute is 
awarding  its first grant to an undergradu-
ate research student. Through the Tj
-114.12 -11.ed 3
to be part of the cel6ered 
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Bartolo Chair; the donation was matched 
by the State of Florida.  The DeBartolo 
Endowg38nt continues to provide prtoial
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AWARDS 
Communication 
Mariaelena Bartesaghi’s dissertation, 
“Explanatory Paths, Therapeutic Direc-
tions, Conversational Destinations: On 
accountability and authority in therapeu-
tic interaction” won the 2005 Language 
and Social Interaction Dissertation 
Award of the National Communication 
Association.  Carolyn Ellis’s book The 
Ethnographic I: A Methodological Novel 
about Autoethnography won the distin-
guished book award for 2005 from the 
National Communication Association’s 
Division of Ethnography. Her scholar-
ship was also featured in a section of 
eight papers in Studies in Symbolic Inter-
action, entitled In Touch with Carolyn 
Ellis:  Ellis’s Contributions to Symbolic 
Interaction and Communication (Vol. 28, 
edited by Norman Denzin, Elsevier Sci-
ence Ltd., 2005). 

Philosophy 
Eric Winsberg’s essay “Can Condition-
alizing on the ‘Past Hypothesis’ Militate 
Against the Reversibility Objections?” 

that was published in Philosophy of Sci-
ence 71:489-504 won the 2004 Philoso-
phy of Science Association recent Ph.D 
essay contest. 

____________________________ 

PUBLICATIONS 

Africana Studies 
Edward Kissi’s book Revolution and 
Genocide in Ethiopia and Cambodia will 
be released in December 2005, with a 
publication date of 2006. 

Communication 
Carolyn Ellis. “The Ethnographic I and 
Intimate Journalism.” Asia Communica-
tion and Media Studies.  2005, 175-182. 

English 
Silvio Ruffo Fiore. “Fictions and Reality 
in the Teaching of Literature.” Interna-
tional Journal of the Humanities.  Vol. 
2:2004, 516-24. 

Humanities and American Studies 
Silvio Gaggi. “Navigation Chaos.” New 
Punk Cinema.  Ed. Nicholas Rombes. 
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University press, 
2005.  113-125. 

 

 

 

In order to show the diversity of the re-
search being done by graduate students 
in the humanities, this issue outlines the 
research of two graduate students: Liza 
Oliver, Art History, and Jared Toney, 
History.  

Description de l’Egypte 
By Liza Oliver 

My Master’s thesis in the Department of 
Art History focuses on the engravings of 
the Description de l’Egypte.  This 23 
volume encyclopedia of both texts and 
engravings, published from 1809 to 
1828, was conceived as a result of Napo-
leon’s military campaign to Egypt in 
1798 and marks the most exhaustive uni-
fied study ever carried out of that coun-
try.  Through postcolonial theory, I at-
tempt to uncover various travel conven-
tions made visible in these engravings 
that helped promote France’s imperial 
ideology and that show a continuation of 

certain preconceived notions of Egypt 
that can be traced to travelogues of the 
previous century.  I then interpret Egyp-
tian writings contemporary to the publi-
cation to create an alternative perspective 
from the one inscribed in the Description. 

This summer, I had the opportunity to 
conduct research on primary sources at 
the Bibliothèque nationale de France.  
I’ve also made several trips to Boston, 
where a copy of the Description is lo-
cated.  This research, along with secon-
dary research still underway and the help 
of my thesis advisor, Elisabeth Fraser, is 
certain to shape positively the outcome 
of this project. 

‘Viva Wallace!’: Tampa Latins, the 
Politics of Americanization, and the 
Progressive Party Campaign of 1948  

By Jared Toney 

This master’s thesis investigates Henry 

Wallace’s 1948 Progressive Party cam-
paign in Tampa as a lens through which 
to explore Latin identity and the experi-
ences of immigrant workers in the U.S. 
South. Acting upon cultural and experi-
ential conceptions of democracy, first- 
and second-generation Spanish, Cuban, 
and Italian workers of Tampa’s immi-
grant enclave challenged hegemonic dis-
courses of nationalism and power 
through their unprecedented endorsement 
of Wallace. While Latins embraced the 
Progressive Party campaign as a platform 
from which to contest U.S. political con-
servatism and social exclusivity, they did 
so as citizens invested in the American 
democratic system. The 1948 campaign 
in Tampa provides invaluable insights 
into the immigrant experience, construc-
tions of ethnic community, and the con-
tinuous reinvention and contestation of 
“radical” politics and “American” iden-
tity.  
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Graduate Student Nook 

Before Taking Stage 
(From left) Paleo-anthropologist Dr. Peter 

Brown, Arts and Sciences Dean John Skvoretz, 
and Dr. Lorena Madrigal (Anthropology) 

before Brown’s September 29th presentation  
in the Marshall Center Ballrorwaft) Paleo




