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Abstract

Since 9/11, a trend has emerged in which theories of radicalization have come to
emphasize religious beliefs, rather than psychological factors or political affilia-
tions, as motives for adopting extremist ideologies. In particular, radicalization
has taken on a strong association with Islamic religion and culture, based more on
9/11-fueled fears than on empirical data. This chapter explores this shift in theory
and argues that it has, in turn, shifted the reality of radicalization. In the two
decades since 9/11, individuals associated with Islam have been suspected of
radicalization at higher rates, which has contributed to profiling, targeting, and, in
some cases, further radicalization. This chapter first examines the evolution in
radicalization theories and discourse since the early twentieth century, revealing a
post-9/11 trend toward conflating radicalization with Islam. Second, this chapter
explores the consequences of this shift and the role it has played in the spread of
Islamophobia, creating profound consequences in domestic and international

A. Farhadi ()
University of South Florida, Tampa, FL, USA
e-mail: farhadi@usf.edu

© Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2022 123

A.J. Masys (ed.), Hr o <o 82 iy $ha,t o,
https://doi.org/lO.1007/5978-@-319-91875-4_8


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/978-3-319-91875-4_8&domain=pdf
mailto:farhadi@usf.edu
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-91875-4_8#DOI
andewr
Line










































































Sivenbring J (2019) Signs of concern about islamic and right-wing extremism on a helpline against
radicalization. J Deradicalization

Smith AG (2018) How radicalization to terrorism occurs in the United States: what research
sponsored by the National Institute of Justice Tells Us. In M~ joors Iy | 50 J .",
(2018: United States Department of Justice). https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/250171.pdf

Smith JA, Alarid M (2019) Terrorism recruitment and radicalization into the 21st century. In: Vacca
JR (ed) Online terrorist propaganda, recruitment, and radicalization. CRC Press

Statista (2019) Number of monthly active Facebook users worldwide as of 2nd quarter 2019
(in millions). https://www.statista.com/statistics/264810/number-of-monthly-active-facebook-
users-worldwide/

Statistica (2018) Twitter: number of monthly active users 2010-2018. https://www:.statista.com/
statistics/282087/number-of-monthly-active-twitter-users/

Stekelenburg J, Klandersmans B (2013) The social psychology of protest. Curr Psychol
61:886-905

Stopping Violent Extremism (2019) http://stoppingviolentextremism.org/aprender/initiatives/

Swanson A (2015) “Why young people become jihadists, according to a top expert,” 7 +» "}W"’f{’f"
2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/12/18/why—young—'people—beéome—
jihadists-according-to-a-top-expert/

Tavernise S et al (2019) Shootings renew debate over how to combat domestic terrorism, ;..
Ne i” /k{} I https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/us/poIitics/domestic-terrorism-shootiégs.
html

The World Today (2017) Lure of the death cult. Chatham House. https://www.chathamhouse.org/
system/files/publications/twt/Lure%200f%20the%20death%20cult%20Roy.pdf

Thomas EF, McGarty C, Louis W (2014) Social interaction and psychological pathways to political
engagement and extremism. Eur J Soc Psychol 44:15-20



https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/250171.pdf
https://www.statista.com/statistics/264810/number-of-monthly-active-facebook-users-worldwide/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/264810/number-of-monthly-active-facebook-users-worldwide/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/282087/number-of-monthly-active-twitter-users/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/282087/number-of-monthly-active-twitter-users/
http://stoppingviolentextremism.org/aprender/initiatives/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/12/18/why-young-people-become-jihadists-according-to-a-top-expert/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/12/18/why-young-people-become-jihadists-according-to-a-top-expert/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/us/politics/domestic-terrorism-shootings.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/us/politics/domestic-terrorism-shootings.html
https://www.chathamhouse.org/system/files/publications/twt/Lure%20of%20the%20death%20cult%20Roy.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/system/files/publications/twt/Lure%20of%20the%20death%20cult%20Roy.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2018-12-05/global-terrorism-deaths-down-globally-right-wing-terror-on-rise
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2018-12-05/global-terrorism-deaths-down-globally-right-wing-terror-on-rise
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2018-12-05/global-terrorism-deaths-down-globally-right-wing-terror-on-rise
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2017/aug/16/look-data-domestic-terrorism-and-whos-behind-it/
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2017/aug/16/look-data-domestic-terrorism-and-whos-behind-it/
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2017/aug/16/look-data-domestic-terrorism-and-whos-behind-it/
andewr
Rectangle


	7 Post-9/11 Radicalization Theory and Its Impact on Violent Extremism
	Introduction
	Part 1: Theories of Radicalization
	Two Centuries of Radicalization
	From Individual to Social Forces: Radicalization Theories Before 9/11
	From Political to Religious Motives: Radicalization Theories Post-9/11

	Part 2: How Theory Shapes Reality
	Profiling, Targeting, and Discrimination Against Muslims
	Cycle of Radicalization
	Radicalization in the War on Terror

	Conclusion
	References




