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PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

2024—-Present Professor
South Asian Religions, Department of Religious Studies,
University of South Florida

2019-2024  Associate Professor
South Asian Religions, Department of Religious Studies,
University of South Florida

2013-2019 Assistant Professor

South Asian Religions, Department of Religious Studies,
University of South Florida

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

South Asian devotional (bhakti) traditions, premodern religious literature in
Early Kannada Sivabhakti Tradition according to Harihara’sSivasarasara
Ragacegacu.”

Chair: Laurie Patton. Readers: Velcheru Narayana Rao, Sara L. McClintock,
R. V. S. Sundaram.

2007 Master of Arts (summa cum laude)
Religious Studies Program of the School of Philosophy, Tel Aviv University,
Tel Aviv, Israel
Thesis: “The Descent of Goddess Ganga: A Translation of a MahUklvya Poem
from Sanskrit into Hebrew and Research on the Political, Historical, and
Religious Background of This Work.” Advisor: Yohanan Grinshpon.
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2004

Bachelor of Arts (summa cum laude)
East and South Asian Studies, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel

PUBLICATIONS

In progress

Forthcoming

2018

Books

A History of Speaking: Artifact and Authority in Kannada Devotional Songs.
Supported by the Fulbright-Nehru Academic and Professional Excellence Award
and the Senior Short Term Research Grant, funded by the American Institute of
Indian Studies (AllS) and the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), for
undertaking research between 2023 and 2025.

Stories of Shivads Saints: Selections from Hariharats Ragales. Co-translated with
R. V. S. Sundaram. Supported by the Collaborative International Research Grant,
American Academy of Religion (AAR). The AAR Religion in Translation Book
Series. New York: Oxford University Press.

Sivats Saints: The Origins of Devotion in Kannada according to Hariharaés Ragalegalu.
New York: Oxford University Press.

Awards: 2020 Best Book Award, Southeastern Conference of the Association for
Asian Studies (SEC/AAS); 2019 Best First Book, Southeastern Medieval
Association (SEMA).

Podcast interview in New Books Network (NBN). Interviewer: Dean Accardi. February
19, 2019

Reviews: (1) Book Reviews, History of Religions vol. 60: 2, by Sarah Pierce Taylor,
November 2020 ; (2) Book Reviews, Religion, by Caleb Simmons, October 12, 2020 ;
(3) Religious Studies Review vol. 46: 1, by John Cort, March 2020 ; (4) Book Reviews,
The Hindu, by H. S. Shivaprakash, December 5, 2019 ; (5) Reading Religion: A
Publication of the American Academy of Religion, by Elaine Fisher, February 6, 2019


https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190878849.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190878849.001.0001
https://newbooksnetwork.com/gil-ben-herut-sivas-saints-the-origins-of-devotion-in-kannada-according-to-hariharas-raga-e1-b8-b7ega-e1-b8-b7u-oxford-up-2018
https://newbooksnetwork.com/gil-ben-herut-sivas-saints-the-origins-of-devotion-in-kannada-according-to-hariharas-raga-e1-b8-b7ega-e1-b8-b7u-oxford-up-2018
https://doi.org/10.1086/710577
https://doi.org/10.1086/710577
https://doi.org/10.1080/0048721X.2020.1826863
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rsr.14506
https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/new-insights/article30189207.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/new-insights/article30189207.ece
https://readingreligion.org/books/sivas-saints
https://readingreligion.org/books/sivas-saints
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Podcast interview in New Books Network (NBN) with Jon Keune. Interviewer: Raj
Balkaran. April 28, 2021

Review: Religious Studies Review vol. 46: 1, by John Cort, March 2020
Refereed Journal Articles

Forthcoming “Early Traces of Vacanas in Kannada Literature.” NESAR: New Explorations in
South Asia Research,


https://tinyurl.com/regionaldevotion
https://tinyurl.com/regionaldevotion
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rsr.14507
https://tinyurl.com/bddy5b5v
https://tinyurl.com/bddy5b5v
https://doi.org/10.1080/14781700.2021.1888785
https://doi.org/10.1080/14781700.2021.1888785
https://doi.org/10.1080/14781700.2021.1888785
https://doi.org/10.1080/14781700.2021.1888785
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https://readingreligion.org/books/dharma-and-halacha
https://readingreligion.org/books/dharma-and-halacha
https://readingreligion.org/books/dharma-and-halacha
https://readingreligion.org/books/dharma-and-halacha
http://dissertationreviews.org/archives/7690
http://dissertationreviews.org/archives/7690
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Other Publications
2018 Online Journal Article: “Exploring the Ethnographic and Ethical Dimensions of

Contemporary Bhakti Movements,” The Wire. Co-authored with Richard Davis, Jon
Keune, and Hanna Kim. October 29.

DIGITAL HUMANITIES

Professional experience as a programmer; member of the Digital India Learning


https://thewire.in/religion/exploring-the-ethnographic-and-ethical-dimensions-of-contemporary-bhakti-movements
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2013 Humanities Institute International Research Grant, University of South Florida,
December.

2012 The Bill and Carol Fox Center for Humanistic Inquiry (FCHI) Graduate
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January 18.

2023 “Vacanas in Early Sivasaranas’ Stories.” Department of Post Graduate Studies
and Research in English, Kuvempu University. Shivamogga, India. October 9.

202
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2019
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2012 “Serving the King, Devoted to the God: Prescribing Political Resistance in
Thirteenth-Century South-Indian Hagiographies.” Fox Center for Humanistic
Inquiry, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. November 7.

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY

Workshops and Panels Organized

2024 Co-organizer of “The Bhakti Virtual Archive (BHAVA): Present and Future.” A
round table at the 52th Annual Conference on South Asia, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin. November 2.

2024 Co-organizer of “Shstria Kannada Adhyayanada A®tlr(i2iriya Sibira
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2024

Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin. November 2.

“The Textualization of Vacanas in the Fifteenth Century and the Problem of

12
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2022

“Debating the Printed Word: Vacanas and the Modern Turn in Virasaivism during

13
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‘LiEgliyat,” and ‘Vacana6 as Hapax Legomena in Early Kannada Sivabhakti
Literature?”

14
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2014 “The Genealogy of Terminology and its Implication on the Early Kannada
Sivabhakti Tradition.” The 43rd Annual Conference on South Asia, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin. October 16.

2014 “Sacred Spaces in Early Virasaiva Literature.” International Conference on Sacred
Geographies, Religious Cultures, and Popular Practices in History and
Imagination, Government Arts College, Tiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu, India. June
28.

2014 “Complicating Equality: Resistance to Brahminical Ideology of Exclusion and
Negotiation of Social Difference in Early Virasaiva Literature.” The 12th Biennial
Conference of Asian Studies, Haifa University, Haifa, Israel. May 26.

2014 “Poetics, Audience, and Developments in the History of Early Kannada
Sivabhakti Literature.” Conference title: “Bhakti between the Elite and the
Popular: Religion, Poetics, and Audience in the South-Asian Vernaculars.”
Hosted by the Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard University,
Cambridge, Massachusetts. May 20.

2013 “Remembering the Ancient Ones and the Recent Ones: Situating Early
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2009

17
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2024-Present

2024-Present

2022—-Present

2020-Present

2014—-Present

Editorial Board Member for Uray: Kannada Immukhi Kurudgdu mattu Dallgdu
MTruti©gaca Anlayin Sa©sgdhanl Patrike (Kannada Double Peer Review
Quaterly Online Research Journal). Chief Editor: Basavaraja Kodagunti, Central
University of Karnataka, Gulbarga, India. Since July 2024.

Co-founder of karaila: Centre for Classical Kannada. Since January 2024.

Member of the Digital India Learning (DIL) Committee, American Institute of
Indian Studies (AllS). Since March 2022.

Member of the Annual Meeting Travel Grants Jury, American Academy of
Religion (AAR). Since January 2020.

Co-founder and co-chair of the Regional Bhakti Scholars Network (RBSN). Since
September 2014.

18
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2008

GUEST CLASS

20

Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Kannada Basic Language Structure
summer course, Mysore, India. July to August.

INSTRUCTION

2022

2022

2021

2021

2020

2019

2019

PuBLIC T

Class topic: “Bhakti Traditions and Scholarship,” in “Religions of India,” an
advanced undergraduate course taught by Jonathan Edelmann, University of
Florida, April 19.

Class topic: “Two Saints in Translations of Poems and Stories,” in “Bhakti
Poets,” a graduate seminar taught by John S. Hawley, Columbia University,
February 10.

Class topic: “Kannada Shiva Bhakti,” in “Bhakti,” a graduate seminar taught by
Harshita Mruthinti Kamath, Emory University, March 3.

Class topic: “The Vacanas in History and Translation,” in “Love, Translated: Hindu
Bhakti.” a graduate seminar taught by John S. Hawley, Columbia University, February
4,

Class topic: “Religious Othering and the Problem of History in Premodern India,”
in “Global Political Sociology,” a graduate seminar taught by David Jacobson,
University of South Florida. November 2.

Class topic: “ ITIN DINTA NIPAT NI'WA DXNINI DMYX *TAI0[Icons and Iconoclasts
in South Indian Devotional Literature],” in “Space and Place in Hinduism: A
Place for the Gods,” an advanced undergraduate course taught by Ehud Halperin,
Tel Aviv University, Israel, December 24.

Class topic (via video conferencing): “Devotional Literature in Kannada,” in
“Poetry of Gods and Kings: A Thousand Years of South Indian Literature,” an
advanced undergraduate course taught by Harshita Mruthinti Kamath, Emory
University. February 14.
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2023

21

Saints. Heritage House, Mysore, India. February 3.

Public Talk: “An Open Conversation about Classical Hindu Texts.” Anokhi Café,
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