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¶ Conversely, a large majority of voters (85%) support expanding tax-benefits for low- and middle-
income households (including 88% of Democrats, 79% of Republicans, and 86% of 
Independents). 
 

¶ Three-quarters of registered voters (76%) support increasing taxes on the wealthiest individuals 
(including 92% of Democrats and 61% of Republicans), while 70% support increasing taxes on 
corporations (including majorities in both parties and Independents). 
 

¶ ! ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ όул҈ύ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ proposal to eliminate taxes 
on social security benefits. 
 

¶ Two-thirds of voters expressed support for Vice-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ IŀǊǊƛǎΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǘŀȄ-
credit for first-time homebuyers, including 84% of Democrats, 65% of Independents, and 50% of 
Republicans. 
 
 

 
DŽƐƚ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ĂŐƌĞĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝĂů�ĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚůǇ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�
forward, but Democrats and Republicans are divided on the current strength of the economy. 
 

¶ тл҈ ƻŦ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ тн҈ ƻŦ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ту҈ ƻŦ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ άǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  ό.ȅ 
comparison, only 62% of Independent voters said the same). 
 

¶ рм҈ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¦Φ{Φ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎέΣ 
while only 32% of Independents and 17% of Republicans said the same. 

 
 
 
Politics has been a source of chronic stress for 2 in 3 Americans over the course of the election year.   
 

¶ нл҈ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ŎƛǘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎέΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ пс҈ ŎƛǘŜŘ 
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Democrats have seen a slight bump in their overall favorability advantage over Republicans in recent 
months.   
 

¶ пп҈ ƻŦ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜέ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ the Democratic Party, up 
from 41% in August.  43% indicated that they have an άǳƴŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜέ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ 
Party 
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Surve Results 
 
 

²ƘŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǾƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ which of the following will be 
more important to you? 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Pocketbook Issues (i.e. jobs, 
the economy, and inflation) 
  

50.5% 68.7% 87.8% 68.1% 

Social Values Issues (i.e. 
abortion policy, equity, 
LGBTQ issues) 

49.5% 31.3% 12.2% 31.9% 

N=1,422 “likely” voters 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1.   
tŚĞŶ�ĚĞĐŝĚŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ǀŽƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ�Presidential election, which of the following will be 
more important to you? 

 
Source: University of South Florida, 2024 Election Survey.  October 22 – 29, 2024.  n=1,500 
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Figure 2. 
>ŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĂŚĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝĂů�ĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ŽĨ�the following issues will have the 
most significant impact on how you decide to vote (respondents were limited to 3 selections). 

 
Source: University of South Florida, 2024 Election Survey.  October 22 – 29, 2024.  n=1,500 
 
 
 



      
 

6 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 3. 
>ŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĂŚĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝĂů�ĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�
most significant impact on how you decide to vote (respondents were limited to 3 selections). 

 
Source: University of South Florida, 2024 Election Survey.  October 22 – 29, 2024.  n=1,500 
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How would you describe the overall condition of the United States economy? 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Very Strong 9.5% 4.8% 1.6% 5.4% 

Somewhat Strong 41.4% 27.2% 15.1% 28.5% 

Somewhat Weak 32.3% 36.4% 39.3% 35.9% 

Very Weak 13.6% 28.0% 42.4% 27.4% 

Unsure 3.1% 3.6% 1.6% 2.9% 

N=1,500 
 
 
 

Do you believe that the upcoming election will have a significant impact on the strength of the 
economy? 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Yes 72.2% 61.9% 78.4% 70.1% 

No 7.4% 12.1% 6.0% 8.7% 

Unsure 20.4% 26.1% 15.6% 21.1% 

N=1,500 
 
 
 
 

�Ž�ǇŽƵ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝĚĞŶ��ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞŶĞĨŝƚĞĚ�ǇŽƵ�financially, hurt 
you financially, or had no impact on your personal finances? 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

I have benefited financially from the 
.ƛŘŜƴ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ  

36.6% 12.6% 4.0% 18.2% 

I have been hurt financially 
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Thinking about the past year, please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each of the 
following statements about inflation: Inflation has impacted my ability to pay my bills. 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Strongly Agree 25.7% 34.9% 35.6% 32.1% 

Somewhat Agree 33.1% 31.8% 33.3% 32.6% 
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Thinking about the past year, please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each of the 
following statements about inflation: Inflation has forced me to draw down my personal savings. 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Strongly Agree 23.7% 30.3% 37.3% 30.3% 

Somewhat Agree 33.1% 35.3% 34.9% 34.3% 

Somewhat Disagree 19.8% 18.4% 16.7% 18.4% 

Strongly Disagree 23.4% 16.1% 11.1% 16.9% 
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NOTE: Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ǿŜ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ŀ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
of previously defined measures created by Smith et al. (2019). 
 
 

Thinking about the last month, please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each 
of the following statements: Politics has caused me to be stressed out. 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Strongly Agree 14.6% 12.3% 7.1% 11.7% 

Somewhat Agree 38.3% 32.0% 34.7% 34.9% 

Somewhat Disagree 19.7% 27.2% 29.6% 25.2% 

Strongly Disagree 27.4% 28.5% 28.7% 28.3% 

N=1,500 
 
 
 

Thinking about the last month, please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each 
of the following statements: Politics has caused me to lose sleep. 

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Strongly Agree 4.5% 

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0221870
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Regardless of who you voted for; do you believe that Joe Biden legitimately won the 2020 
Presidential election?  

 
Democrats Independents Republicans Total 

Yes 94.9% 64.8% 30.9% Yes
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Figure 6. 
Voter Attitudes Regarding Election Integrity 

 
Source: University of South Florida, 2024 Election Survey.  October 22 – 29, 2024.  n=1,500
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Figure 7. 
sŽƚĞƌ͛�WĞƌĐĞƉƚŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Democratic and Republican Parties 

 
Source: University of South Florida, 2024 Election Survey.  October 22 – 29, 2024.  n=1,500

Joe Biden Drops Out of 
Presidential  Race

0.00%
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Note (not included in questionnaire): Respondents were asked to indicate whether they believed that each of the statements below are True or 
False.  These statements were curated from an online analysis of common and emerging misinformation themes and fact-checked against 
authoritative, reliable sources.  The statements included in this section of the survey include a mix of statements identified as both True and 
CŀƭǎŜΦ  άCŀƭǎŜέ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ highlighted in red below.  The survey included a quality control test with these questions, which ensured that 
respondents were removed from the survey if they were not carefully reading each prompt.   
 
 
 
 

To the best of your knowledge, are each of 
the following statements True or False? 

Total True 
Definitely 

True 
Probably True Total False 

Probably 
False 

Definitely 
False 

Voter fraud is extremely rare in the U.S. 
Presidential elections. 

55.2% 26.5% 28.7% 44.8% 27.9% 16.9% 

Donald Trump has personally endorsed the 
άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ нрέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ 

56.1% 20.9% 35.2% 43.9% 22.9% 21.0% 

Vice Presidential candidate Tim Walz never 
served in combat operations during his time 
in the Army National Guard. 

64.2% 23.9% 40.3% 35.9% 27.0% 8.9% 

Lƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
election, voting machines in Georgia have 
been found to change the ballot choices 
initially set by voters. 

32.8% 6.7% 26.1% 67.2% 38.3% 28.9% 

Haitian immigrants currently living in 
Springfield, Ohio have stolen and eaten 
domestic animals from the community ς 
such as household pets ς as a source of 
food. 

25.6% 7.0% 18.6% 74.4% 28.2% 46.2% 
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Donald Trump has said that he will cut 
funding for Social Security and Medicaid if 
he is reelected as President this year. 

53.6% 23.2% 30.4% 46.4% 25.6% 20.8% 

Before becoming a Vice-Presidential 
candidate, J.D. Vance once publicly 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀǎ άǳƴŦƛǘέ ǘƻ ōŜ 
President 

84.5% 45.5% 39.0% 



https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/truth-about-voter-fraud
https://www.cisa.gov/news-events/news/joint-statement-elections-infrastructure-government-coordinating-council-election
https://www.wcnc.com/article/news/verify/fact-check-donald-trump-project-2025-connections-presidential-election/275-9548c81b-bee1-4244-a4d0-803b42ce2591
https://www.wcnc.com/article/news/verify/fact-check-donald-trump-project-2025-connections-presidential-election/275-9548c81b-bee1-4244-a4d0-803b42ce2591
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2024/sep/09/social-media/authorities-rebut-claims-that-haitian-immigrants-a/
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/current/hurricane-helene
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/current/hurricane-helene
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Survey Information 

1,500 registered U.S. voters w
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