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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Education 

Ph.D. 2010 Communication, University of South Florida, Tampa 
Concentrations: Performance Studies, Critical/Cultural Studies, Qualitative Methods 
Dissertation: Where Christ Dies Daily: Performances of Faith at Orlando’s Holy Land Experience.  
Directed by Stacy Holman Jones, Ph.D.  
Committee Members: Eric Eisenberg, Ph.D., Navita James, Ph.D., Daniel Belgrad, Ph.D. 
 
M.A. 2003 American Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa 
Concentrations: Nineteenth-Century American Culture, Tourism, Aesthetics of Nature 
Thesis: The Subterranean Sublime: Nineteenth-Century American Tourists in Kentucky’s 
Mammoth Cave. Directed by Daniel Belgrad, Ph.D. 
 
B.A. (Magna Cum Laude) 1999 American Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa 
Concentration: Nineteenth-Century American Culture, Material Culture, Women’s Lives 
Honor’s Thesis: The Materiality of Memory: A Family Bricolage. Directed by Priscilla Brewer, 
Ph.D. 

 
 

Academic Appointments 
 

Senior Instructor (Instructor II). Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of 
South Florida, Tampa, 2015 

– present. 

Instructor. Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa, 
2012 – present. 

Graduate Coordinator. Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of South 
Florida, Tampa, August 2012 – August 2013. 

Graduate Director. Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of South Florida, 
Tampa, 2011 – August 2012. 

mailto:sdykins@usf.edu




Related Professional Publications 
 

Prodigy Volunteer Program Handbook. Tampa, FL: PRODIGY Cultural Arts Program, 2007. 
 

 
Published/Broadcast Interviews  

 
“Spring Harvest & Potluck Event.” University Beat TV, Episode 8. WUSF, Tampa. 1 May 2016. 



Norman Denzin Qualitative Research Award. National Communication Association Annual 
Convention, November 2005. 

 
 
Conference Presentations – Competitively Selected 

 
2015  “Performing Consumer: Cultural Politics and Food Practices.” Scientific 

Consortium for the Expo Milano 2015 (World’s Fair) addressing Food for 
Generations to Come. Milan, Italy, October 2015. 

 
“Elvis & the Exquisite Corpse.” Experimental Tourism: Mapping and Performing Las 
Vegas. National Communication Association 101st Annual Convention, November 
2015. 

 
“Performance Inquiry, Pedagogy, & Praxis: Cultivating an Embodied Understanding 
of the Sociocultural Significance of Food.” USF Research That Matters: Sustainable 
Food Conference—People, Policy, & Practice, Tampa, FL, January 2015. 

 
2014 “Beast it!” Food Practices and the Performance of Savagery in Beasts of the 

Southern Wild.” Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association of the 
South, October 2014. 

 
2013 “Performing the Thing: Achieving Experiential Authenticity through Performance 

Models of Museum Design at a Living Biblical Museum.” National Communication 
Association 99th Annual Convention, November 2013. 

 
“Service-Learning and Community-Based Coursework: Using Performance Pedagogy 
to Activate Student Engagement.” Southern States Communication Association 
Annual Conference, Louisville, KY, April 2013. 

 
2012 “‘I killed Jesus’: Participating as a Spectactor in Behold the Lamb.” Southern States 







 
Invited Presentations 
 

2014 Presenter. “Thriving in Graduate School: A Conversation for Women Graduate 
Students.” Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, University of South Florida, 
March 5, 2014. 

 
2012 Director and Presenter. “Professional Development: the Curriculum Vitae, Applying 

to Doctoral Programs, and Presenting at Conferences.” Pedagogy Seminar Series. 
Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of South Florida, 
February 2012. 

 
 Director and Presenter. “Classroom Strategies: Leading Discussions, Designing 

Experiential Activities, and Non-Objective Assessment.” Pedagogy Seminar Series. 
Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of South Florida, March 
2012. 

 
2011  Director and Presenter. “Micro-Teaching Workshop.” Pedagogy Seminar Series. 

Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of South Florida, October 
7, 2011. 

 
Guest Lecturer. “Critical Performance Studies: Theory & Method.” Introduction to 
Graduate Study Seminar. Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, University 
of South Florida, September 21, 2011.  

 
Director and Presenter. “Performance Pedagogy.” Leading Discussion and Activities, 
Pedagogy Seminar Series. Department of Humanities and Cultural Studies, 
University of South Florida, September 8, 2011. 
 
Facilitator and Spokesperson. “Ethics of Food Production.” Earth Day Tampa Bay 
2011 Event, USF Botanical Gardens, April 2011. 
 
Speaker. “Pedagogy and Performance Practice.” Colloquium, Department of 
Humanities and Cultural Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL, February 
2011. 

 
2010 Speaker. “To Pursue a Ph.D.” Colloquium, Department of Humanities and Cultural 

Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL, October 2010.
 
2010 



 
Speaker. “To Pursue a Ph.D.” Colloquium, Department of Humanities and American 
Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL, May 2008. 

 
 
Festival Participation 

 
�ƒ Patricia Pace Performance Festival, Statesboro, GA, January 2010. 
�ƒ Patricia Pace Performance Festival, New Orleans, LA, April 2008. 
�ƒ Three-day Forum Joker Workshop with Augusto and Julian Boal. 13th Annual 

Pedagogy and Theatre of the Oppressed Conference, Minneapolis, MN, May 2007. 
�ƒ Patricia Pace Performance Festival, New Orleans, LA, October 2006. 
�ƒ Patricia Pace Performance Festival, New Orleans, LA, March 2005. 

 
 
Grants and Scholarships 

 
University of South Florida, Fall 2014 
Course Development Grant. Office of Community Engagement and Partnerships. Support for 
the infrastructural development of Ethics of Food Production. Award amount: $810. 
 
Florida Humanities Council, Fall 2014 
Academic Partner. Public Humanities Program Grant. Support for the Morada Way Arts & 
Cultural District five-part lecture/performance series, Conchs: Hungry for Interpretation. 
Potential award amount: $12,500. 
 
USDA National Needs Grant, Spring 2011 
Advising and Mentoring Committee. USDA National Needs Graduate Training Grant: 
“Training the next generation of under-represented and cross disciplinary scholars at the 
frontiers of agricultural sustainability and biosecurity.” Award amount: $750,500. 
 
University of South Florida, Fall 2009. 
Performance Grant. Support for production of Forbidden Brides of the Faceless Slaves in the 
Nameless House of the Night of Dread Desire. Award amount: $600. 
 
University of South Florida, Fall 2007. 
Dissertation Grant. Competitively selected grant reimbursing travel and research expenses 
for dissertation project. Award amount: $545. 
 
University Area Community Development Corporation, Spring 2007. 
PRODIGY Cultural Arts Program. 



University of South Florida, Spring 2000. 
Robertson-Harkness Scholarship. Scholarship for academic excellence in American Studies. 
Award amount: $500. 
 
University of South Florida, Spring 1999. 
Robertson-Harkness Scholarship. Scholarship for academic excellence in American Studies. 
Award amount: $500. 

 
 

Professional Development 
 

2015 Global Citizen’s Project Course Redesign Cohort: HUM 3309 Introduction to Food 
Studies. 

 
2014 Innovative Education Online Course Development: AMS 4804 Tourism & America’s 

National Parks 
 
2013 Completed TO 101: How to Teach Online resulting in University Certification 

 
Participation in Academy for Teaching and Learning Excellence (ATLE) Workshops: 

�ƒ Learning Activities that Work 
�ƒ Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 
�ƒ Flipping the Classroom 
�ƒ Flipping the Large-Lecture Classroom (created by my request) 
�ƒ Canvas Basics and Best Practices 
�ƒ Targeting and Enhancing Student Motivation 
�ƒ Learning Activities that Work 
�ƒ Interactive Teaching Techniques 
�ƒ Effective Lectures 
�ƒ Visual Thinking Strategies 
�ƒ Presenting with Prezi 

 
Service 
 

Department 
 

�ƒ Proposer, New Course Proposal for HUM 3309 Introduction to Food Studies 
�ƒ Search Committee, Humanities and Cultural Studies, summer 2014. 
�ƒ Search Committee, Humanities and Cultural Studies, summer 2013. 
�ƒ Department Representative, Spring Undergraduate Commencement, May 2013. 
�ƒ Director, Pedagogy Seminar Series, 2011 – 2012. 
�ƒ Coordinator, American Expedition Study-on-Location Program, 2010 – present. 
�ƒ 



Chair. Kahler, Eric. "Tell Me, Where am I From?": A Study of the Performance of Geek 
Identity at Comic Book Conventions 

 
Chair. Hostetler, Rachelle.  “Fantasy, Leisure, and Labor: A Story of Temple Terrace’s 

Historic Architecture.” Successfully defended March 25, 2011. 
 
Chair. Schultz, Deborah. 



�ƒ Search Committee, Women and Gender Studies, spring 2013. 
�ƒ Co-coordinator, Food Studies Certificate Proposal, Fall 2011. 
�ƒ Co-coordinator, Interdisciplinary Food Studies Initiative, Fall 2011. 
�ƒ Questioner, Master’s of Fine Arts Oral Defense Committees. 

Jamie Bird, Spring 2013 
Sarah Kelly, Spring 2012. 
Bruce Monroe, Spring 2011. 
Zachary Hemsteger, Spring 2011. 

�ƒ Faculty Advisor, Bulls for Obama, Summer 2011 – present. 
�ƒ Faculty Advisor, Communication Council, 2010 – present. 
�ƒ Organizing Committee Chair, Graduate Assistants United, Spring 2006 – 2007. 
�ƒ President, Graduate Assistants United, 2006 – 2007. 

 
External / Professional 
 

�ƒ Guest Judge, National History Day Fair, Plato Academy, January 2015. 
�ƒ Guest Judge, National History Day Fair, Plato Academy, January 2014. 
�ƒ Guest Judge, National History Day Fair, Carwise Middle School, 31 January, 2013. 
�ƒ Consultant, FDIC: Advisory Committee on Economic Inclusion, spring 2013. 
�ƒ Article Reviewer, Departures in Critical Qualitative Research. 
�ƒ Secretary, Performance Studies Division, Southern States Communication Association, 

2012 – present. 
�ƒ Reviewer, National Communication Association Critical and Cultural Studies Division, 

2009 – present. 
�ƒ Article Reviewer, Symbolic Interaction, 2009, 2011. 
�ƒ Reviewer, National Communication Association Ethnography Division, 2007, 2009, 2010. 
�ƒ Foster Home and Volunteer, Lost Angels Animal Rescue, Tampa, FL, 2008 – present.  

 
 


